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REPORT. 


The committee appointed to inquire whether any 
additional provisions are necessary to prevent 
the importation of slaves into the territories of 
the United States , 

REPORT: 


That the act of congress, passed the 7th April, 
1798, authorizing the establishment of a government 
in ihe Mississippi territory, permits slavery within that 
territory, by excluding the last article of the ordinance 
of 13th July, 1787. The 7th section of this act pro¬ 
hibits, after the establishment of a government, the 
importation of slaves from any port or place without 
the limits of the United States; of course, the right 
to import slaves from any place within the limits of 
the United States, is not restricted. 

The act of the 2d March, 1805, further providing 
for the government of the territory of Orleans, secures 
to its inhabitants, “all the rights, privileges, and ad¬ 
vantages, secured by the ordinance of 13th July, 1787, 
and now enjoyed by the people of the Mississippi 
territory:” the importation of slaves from any place 
within the limits of the United States, is one of 
those rights, consequently the inhabitants of the ter^ 
I ritory of Orleans may exercise it also. 

The 10th section of the act of 26th March, 1804, 
“ erecting Louisiana into two territories, and provid¬ 
ing for the temporary government thereof,” prohibits 
the introduction of slaves into that territory from any 
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place, “ except by a citizen of the United Si v * 
removing into said territory for actual settlement, at. 
"being, at the time of such removal, bona fide owne? 
of such slave orjslaves.” This 10th section being re¬ 
pugnant to the 1st section of the act of 2d March, 
1805, was repealed by the last section of said act, 
which declares, “ that so much of an act, entitled, an 
act erecting Louisiana into two territories, and provid¬ 
ing for the temporary government thereof, as is re¬ 
pugnant with this act, shall, from and after the 1st 
Monday ot November next, be repealed.” 

The committee are in possession of the fact, that 
African slaves, lately imported into Charleston, have 
been thence conveyed into the territory of Orleans, 
and, in their opinion, this practice will be continued 
to a very great extent, while there is no law to pre¬ 
vent it. 

Upon this view of the subject, the committee be¬ 
lieve it is expedient to prohibit any slave or slaves, 
who may be hereafter imported into the United States, 
from being carried into any of the territories thereof. 
They therefore respectfully recommend the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That it shall not be lawful for any per¬ 
son or persons, to import or bring into any of the ter¬ 
ritories of the United States, any slave or slaves that 
may hereafter be imported into the United States. 



